STATUTES AT LARGE

as taken from the growing area, at point of shucking or after cleansing
should be interpreted as an indication of unfavorable conditions or prac-
tices surrounding the production and handling of the product and should
necessitate investigation and further control activities on the part of the
regulatory agency.
The following applies to the interpretation and application of results
obtained from the bacteriological examination of oysters only.
When an M.P.N. value of 230 or more of coliform organisms per 100
ml, of sample persifts In oyster shellstock sampled at the growing areas
or in shellstock or shucked oysters at the point of shucking, it should be
interpreted as an indication of unfavorable conditions or practices sur-
rounding the production and handling of the product and should necessi-
3.4 Table, Score -  MPN                      4. PROCESSING
3.5 Mussel Poisoning                         4.1 Conditioning
tate investigation and improved control measures on the part of the super-
visory agency, providing that in occasional samples, an M.P.N.. value of
2400 coliform organisms per 100 ml. may be tolerated in some samples.
If this occurs in more than two consecutive samples, corrective measures
shall be enforced by the regulatory authority.
3.4 Comparison of Coliform Organism Scores with Most Probable Num-
ber of Coliform Organisms Per 100 Milliliter-
Score              M.P.N.                Score              M.P.N.
1                  20                  41                  1300
2                  45                  50     "2400
3                  78                 140                  3500
4                ' 130                230                  5400
5                 230                 320                  9200
14                 330                 410                 16060
23                 490                 500                 24000
32                 790                1400                 35000
3.5 Examination of Mussels and Clams for Presence of Poison-
A representative number of samples of mussels and clams shall be collected
from growing areas suspected of containing poisonous shellfish and ex-
amined for the presence of poison before mussels and clams intended for
human consumption are taken from such growing areas.
Public Health Reason: Numberous cases of mussel poisoning and some
deaths have occurred, especially on the Pacific Coast, from eating poisoned
mussels. Research has indicated that the poison may be present in both
mussels and clams and has been associated with the presence of the dino-
flagellate gonyaulax catenella in the water in which the shellfish grow.
A method has been devised for detecting and quantitatively estimating the
poison in shellfish but no specific treatment has been found for the poison-
ing.
Satisfactory Compliance: This item shall be deemed to have been satisfied
if:
Representative samples of shellfish from growing areas are collected and
examined for the presence of toxic substances whenever their occurence
is suspected or deemed possible. The need for making this test can be
judged after experience by the presence in the overlying water of the dino-
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